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2019-2020 ELA Pacing Guide: Grade 11 

Big Idea(s) and Topic(s) Student-Friendly Learning Targets 
***The pacing included in this document is flexible, and should be adjusted 
as needed to meet the individual needs of your students, as well as to allow 
for sufficient time for assessment and re-teaching as needed. 

On-Going Strands are interwoven logically into reading and 
writing units. 

(Learner outcomes are given here and are understood to be an integral 
part of all units; therefore, learning outcomes are not repeated in the 
units that follow.) 

 Vocabulary Development
L.11-12.4
L.11-12.5
L.11-12.6

o context clues
o word analysis
o reference materials
o analogies

 Language Development
L.11-12.1.
L.11-12.2.
L.11-12.3

o parallel structure
o various phrases & clauses
o conventions of capitalization, punctuation, and

spelling
o Language Knowledge

 function in various contexts
 effective choices
 aid to reading & listening comprehension

L.11-12.4

 I can infer the meaning of unknown words using context clues.

 I can recognize and define common affixes and roots.

 I can break down unknown words into units of meaning to infer the definition of
the unknown words.

 I can use patterns of word changes to determine a word's meaning or part of
speech.

 I can verify my inferred meaning, part of speech, etymology, etc. by consulting
general and specialized reference materials (e.g. dictionaries, glossaries,
thesauruses).

L.11-12.5

 I can identify and define figures of speech (e.g. hyperbole, paradox) and give
examples of them.

 I can  identify words with similar meanings.

 I can recognize slight differences in the meanings of similar words.

 I can interpret figures of speech (e.g. hyperbole, paradox)

 I can analyze the role of figurative language impacts a text's purpose.

 I can analyze slight differences between words with similar meanings
L.11-12.6

 I can use college and job vocabulary for reading, writing, and speaking &
listening.

 I can use context clues to actively interpret word meanings.

 I can independently gather vocabulary knowledge through context clues and
reference tools/resources.

L.11-12.1

 I can recognize that the conventions of standard English usage can change over
time.

 I can recognize that certain standard English usage can be contested, and
individuals can dispute

 what is correct/proper.

 I can consult reference materials to resolve issues of complex or contested usage
of standard English.

 I can speak and write using proper English.
L.11-12.2

 I can determine when to capitalize words.

 I can apply common hyphenation conventions.

 I can recognize that there are many different rules concerning hyphens and use
resources to assist me in hyphenating correctly.

 I can identify misspelled words and use resources to assist me in spelling
correctly.
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 Speaking & Listening
SL.11-12.1.

o participating effectively in discussion groups and
setting guidelines for group work

o expressing own ideas and building on ideas of
others

o effective questioning for clarification,
understanding, verifying, etc.

o qualifying and justifying ideas and opinions

L.11-12.3

 I can identify how language functions in different contexts.

 I can analyze the context of various texts and demine how language choice
effects meaning, style, and comprehension.

 I can define syntax, and I can identify both regular (normal) and irregular (varied)
syntax.

 I can write using irregular (varied) syntax and consult references for guidance as
needed.

 I can apply my use of language to increase my ability to comprehend what I read
and what I hear.

SL.11-12.1 

 I can identify key supporting ideas from reading and research.

 I can list/describe guidelines for reasonable discussion.

 I can list/describe points made in text, comments, claims, evidence.

 I can evaluate points made in text, comments, claims, evidence.

 I can respond using text, comments, claims, evidence.

 I can discuss a variety of topics.

 I can lead discussions over a variety of topics.

 I can identify/describe differing viewpoints in text and presented material.

 I can create/ask thought-provoking questions.

 I can identify new information posed during discussion.

 I can identify conclusions posed during discussion or in text.

 I can evaluate discussions and decision-making processes.

 I can determine goals, deadlines, and individual roles for discussion groups.

 I can Formulate opinions, ideas, and conclusions based on prior and new
evidence.

 I can compare and contrast opinions and facts posed by peers on the designated
issue or topic.

 I can evaluate personal conclusions and the conclusions of others.

 I can create guidelines for discussion and decision-making in a group.

 I can follow agreed-upon guidelines for discussion.

 I can create/respond to questions to evaluate reasons/evidence.

 I can discuss to resolve conflict.

 I can determine additional information needed to further the investigation or
complete the task.

 I can consider all positions on a topic or issue and respond thoughtfully.

 I can reference evidence from texts and research to support comments and ideas.

 I can question or respond to clarify, verify, or challenge conclusions posed by
others.

 I can make connections to new evidence or reasoning posed to justify personal
viewpoints.
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 Writing to Learn and Writing to Demonstrate
Learning—
W.11-12.9
W.11-12.10

 possibilities include
O writing journals 
O response journals 
O entry/exit slips 
O personal reflections 
O open-response or constructed response 
O on-demand prompts 
o writing from models

End of on-going strands 

W.11-12.9

 I can define textual evidence  ("word for word" support.)

 I can determine textual evidence that supports my analysis, reflection, and /or
research.

 I can compose written responses and include textual evidence to strengthen my
analysis, reflection, and /or research.

W.11-12.10

 I can develop, over an extended time, an argument that incorporates research,
reflection, and revision.

 I can develop, in a single sitting, an argument for a range of purposes and
audiences.

Informational Writing:  On-Demand 

Semester:  3 Weeks       Trimester:  1.5 weeks 

Review and practice the different forms of writing that may appear on 
the assessment:  editorial, speech, narrative, letter. 
W.11-12.2.
W.11-12.4.

 Audience

 Purpose

 Format

 Organization

 Support

 Transitional Elements

 Voice/tone

W.11-12.2

 I can select an appropriate topic

 I can formulate complex ideas.

 I can use an organizational pattern to incorporate complex ideas and information.

 I can create connections and distinctions among ideas.

 I can incorporate appropriate formatting, graphics, and multimedia to aid
comprehension

 I can include supporting details, effective transitions, and effective word choice.

 I can create an appropriate tone.

 I can develop an appropriate style.

 I can write effective conclusions that follow from and support the information or
explanation presented.

 I can select well-chosen, relevant, sufficient facts, definitions, details, quotations,
and other appropriate information and examples appropriate to the audience's
knowledge of the topic.
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Literary Reading: Drama 

Semester:  5 Weeks       Trimester:  3 weeks 

Drama and thematically correlated texts: stories, poems, essays, plays, 
etc that analyze values and action based on conscience vs authority. 
RL.11-12.1 
RL.11-12.2 
W.11-12.3
W.11-12.4.
W.11-12.5
W.11-12.6
W.11-12.7
W.11-12.9
RL.11-12.10

 Author’s Purpose 

 Setting

 Characterization

 Acts

 Scenes

 Rising Action

 Climax

 Falling Action

 Problem/Resolution

 Conflict (internal and external)

 I can Select well-chosen, relevant, sufficient: facts definitions details quotations
other appropriate information examples appropriate to the audience's knowledge of
the topic appropriate to the audience

 I can create transitional sentences.

 I can use appropriate sentences to create "sense".

 I can use appropriate sentences to clarify ideas.

 I can choose words appropriate to the text (piece).

 I can include appropriate figurative language to enhance writing.

 I can create a conclusion using formal language.

 I can identify and give examples of formal and informal language.

 I can include formatting, graphics, multimedia when appropriate to audience and
purpose.

 I can develop the topic thoroughly by selecting the most significant and relevant
facts, extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, other information, and
examples.

W.11-12.4

 I can identify the writing style that best fits my task, purpose, and audience.

 I can use organizational/formatting structures (graphic organizers) to develop my
writing ideas.

RL.11-12.1 

 I can find evidence to support an interpretation of text.

 I can evaluate the quality of textual evidence regarding ambiguity.

 I can make inferences based on textual evidence.

 I can define textual evidence.

 I can define inference and explain how a reader uses textual evidence to reach a
logical conclusion.

 I can read closely and find answers explicitly in text and answers that require an
inference.

 I can analyze an author's words and determine multiple pieces of textual evidence
that strongly and thoroughly support both explicit and inferential questions.

 I can determine places in the text that leave matters uncertain.
RL.11.12.2

 I can identify central ideas of the text.

 I can analyze the relationship between central ideas throughout a text, both
subjectively and objectively.

 I can define central idea (main point in a piece of writing).

 I can determine two or more central ideas of a text.

 I can determine how two or more central ideas of a text interact and build on one
another to develop a text with complex meaning.

 I can analyze how central ideas develop over the course of a text.
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 Exposition

 Flat and round character

 Static and dynamic character

 Protagonist/Antagonist

 I can compose an objective summary stating the key points of the text without
adding my own opinions or feelings.

W.11-12.3

 I can define tone from a variety of narratives.

 I can analyze how tone is used in a variety of narratives.

 I can create a narrative using a particular tone and engaging the reader with a
significant problem while establishing multiple points of view.

 I can determine appropriate techniques to relate significance.

 I can develop a sequence of events that creates a desired tone and outcome.

 I can identify and analyze multiple points of views in a variety of narratives.

 I can recognize and analyze multiple plot lines in a narrative.

 I can create a narrative using tone, dialogue, pacing, description, reflection,
multiple plot lines while developing experiences, events, and characters toward a
particular outcome.

 I can employ a number of transitions to create a coherent sequence of events.

 I can demonstrate the use of appropriate, precise, descriptive, and sensory
language.

 I can develop conclusions that reflect on what is experienced, observed, or
resolved in a narrative.

 I can identify the writing style that best fits my task, purpose, and audience.

 I can use organizational/formatting structures (graphic organizers) to develop my
writing ideas.

W.11-12.4

 I can use pre-writing strategies to formulate ideas.

 I can recognize that a well-developed piece of writing requires more than one
draft.

 I can apply revision strategies with the help of others.

 I can edit my writing by checking for errors of capitalization, punctuation,
grammar, spelling, and usage.

 I can analyze my writing to determine if my purpose and audience have been fully
addressed and revise when necessary.

W.11-12.5

 I can prepare multiple drafts using revisions and edits to develop and strengthen
my writing.

 I can recognize when revising, editing, and rewriting are not enough, and I need
to try a new approach.

W.11.12.6

 I can demonstrate knowledge and use of a variety of ways to use technology and
the Internet to produce, update, and publish products.

 I can evaluate feedback for value as new arguments or information are presented.
W.11-12.7

 I can evaluate the credibility of sources

Rectangular Numbers, Triangle Patterns
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 I can construct and refine research questions

 I can synthesize information from multiple sources

 I can conduct steps for short as well as sustained research projects to answer a
question

 I can conduct short and sustained research to answer a question (including a self-
generated question) or solve a problem.

W.11-12.9

 I can identify and interpret key words and details in complex literary and
informational texts.

 I can recognize and distinguish various genres (crafts) and structure in literary or
informational texts.

 I can apply prior knowledge and ideas to literary and informational text.
RL.11-12.10

 I can identify and interpret key words and details in complex literary and
informational texts.

 I can recognize and distinguish various genres (crafts) and structure in literary or
informational texts.

 I can apply prior knowledge and ideas to literary and informational text.
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Personal Writing:  Essay, Narrative, Memoir 

Semester:  3 Weeks       Trimester:  1.5 weeks 

Selected writing tasks could include college essays, such as memoirs, 
personal narratives, personal essays.  Unit could include reading 
models 

W.11-12.3
W.11-12.4
W.11-12.5
W.11-12.6

 Texts may be whole texts or excerpts.

 Texts may be professionally written and/or student models.

 Audience

 Purpose

 Format

 Organization

 Support

 Tone/voice

 Appropriate topics

 Theme

 Idea development

 Effective leads

 conclusion

W.11-12.3

 I can select an appropriate topic

 I can formulate complex ideas.

 I can use an organizational pattern to incorporate complex ideas and information.

 I can create connections and distinctions among ideas.

 I can incorporate appropriate formatting, graphics, and multimedia to aid
comprehension

 I can include supporting details, effective transitions, and effective word choice.

 I can create an appropriate tone.

 I can develop an appropriate style.

 I can write effective conclusions that follow from and support the information or
explanation presented.

 I can select well-chosen, relevant, sufficient facts, definitions, details, quotations,
and other appropriate information and examples appropriate to the audience's
knowledge of the topic.

 I can Select well-chosen, relevant, sufficient: facts definitions details quotations
other appropriate information examples appropriate to the audience's knowledge
of the topic

 I can create transitional sentences.

 I can use appropriate sentences to create "sense".

 I can use appropriate sentences to clarify ideas.

 I can choose words appropriate to the text (piece).

 I can include appropriate figurative language to enhance writing.

 I can create a conclusion using formal language.

 I can identify and give examples of formal and informal language.

 I can include formatting, graphics, multimedia when appropriate to audience and
purpose.

 I can develop the topic thoroughly by selecting the most significant and relevant
facts, extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, other information, and
examples.

W.11-12.4

 I can identify the writing style that best fits my task, purpose, and audience.

 I can use organizational/formatting structures (graphic organizers) to develop my
writing ideas.
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W.11-12.5

 I can use pre-writing strategies to formulate ideas.

 I can recognize that a well-developed piece of writing requires more than one
draft.

 I can apply revision strategies with the help of others.

 I can edit my writing by checking for errors of capitalization, punctuation,
grammar, spelling, and usage.

 I can analyze my writing to determine if my purpose and audience have been fully
addressed and revise when necessary.

 I can prepare multiple drafts using revisions and edits to develop and strengthen
my writing.

 I can recognize when revising, editing, and rewriting are not enough, and I need
to try a new approach.

W.11-12.6

 I can demonstrate knowledge and use of a variety of ways to use technology and
the Internet to produce, update, and publish products.

 I can evaluate feedback for value as new arguments or information are presented.
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Informational Reading: Expository 

Semester: 5 weeks    Trimester:  3 weeks 

Reading selections should include correlated texts: essays, narratives, 
poems, art, essays, historical documents etc. 

RI.11-12.1 
RI.11-12.2 
RI.11-12.3 
RI.11-12.4 
RI-11-12.5 
R!-11-12.6 
R!-11-12.7 
R!.11-12.8 
RI.11-12.9 

 autobiography

 letters

 slave narrative

 aphorisms

 point of view

 metaphor

 author’s purpose

 connotation

 tone/mood

 hyperbole

RI.11-12.1 

 I can find evidence to support an interpretation of text.

 I can evaluate the quality of textual evidence regarding

 ambiguity.

 I can make inferences based on textual evidence.

 I can define textual evidence.

 I can define inference and explain how a reader uses textual evidence to reach a
logical conclusion.

 I can read closely and find answers explicitly in text and answers that require an
inference.

 I can analyze an author's words and determine multiple pieces of textual evidence
that strongly and thoroughly support both explicit and inferential questions.

 I can determine places in the text that leave matters uncertain.
RI.11-12.2

 I can identify central ideas of the text.

 I can analyze the relationship between central ideas throughout a text, both
subjectively and objectively.

 I can define central idea (main point in a piece of writing).

 I can determine two or more central ideas of a text.

 I can determine how two or more central ideas of a text interact and build on one
another to develop a text with complex meaning.

 I can analyze how central ideas develop over the course of a text.

 I can compose an objective summary stating the key points of the text without
adding my own opinions or feelings.

RI.11-12.3 

 I can identify ideas that work together in a text (i.e. argument with evidence,
comparison, and contrast, etc.)

 I can identify the order in which points are made or procedures followed in a text.

 I can analyze how ideas work together to accomplish a purpose.

 I can analyze events in a narration that accomplishes a purpose.

 I can explain how individuals interact and develop throughout an informational
text.

 I can explain how ideas interact and develop in an informational text.

 I can explain how events interact and develop in an informational text.
RI.11-12.4
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 I can define and identify various forms of figurative language.

 I can distinguish between literal language and figurative language.

 I can recognize the difference between denotative and connotative words and
phrases and define their meanings.

 I can recognize words that have technical meaning and understand their purpose
in a specific text.

 I can analyze how a key term or terms are used and refined over the course of a
text.

RI.11-12.5 

 I can identify how an author chose to structure his/her exposition or argument.

 I can analyze the structure of an author's exposition or argument and evaluate
whether the structure is effective.

 I can determine if an author's structure is effective in making his/her points clear,
convincing, and engaging.

 I can evaluate how an author's choice of structure impacts his/her audience.
RI.11-12.6

 I can identify the rhetorical techniques used to determine an author's point of view
or purpose.

 I can identify the persuasive techniques used to support the author's point of
view.

 I can integrate the author's stylistic techniques into my own writing.

 I can analyze how style and content support the point of view or purpose.

 I can analyze the effects of style and content as they contribute to effectiveness.
RI.11-12.7

 I can identify and define various types of informational media (commercials, TV
show, documentary).

 I can determine the purpose of a variety of media to address a question or solve a
problem.

 I can cite evidence from a variety of media to address a question or solve a
problem.

RI.11-12.8 

 I can deconstruct the reasoning in primary governmental documents to identify
and evaluate the application of Constitutional principles and the use of legal
reasoning.

 I can identify, deconstruct, and evaluate the premises, purposes, and arguments
found in works of public advocacy.

RI.11-12.9 

 I can identify and analyze similar themes used in two or more texts

 I can recognize and compare author's purposes in two or more texts.

 I can locate and criticize rhetorical features used in two or more historical
documents.
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Informational Writing:  Research Project/Feature Article 

Semester:  5 Weeks       Trimester:  3 weeks 

Research focus should integrate the progression of art, music, 
literature, poetry, technology, etc over a period of time. 

W.11-12.7
W.11-12.8
W.11-12.2
SL.11-12.4
SL.11-12.5
SL.11-12.6
SL.11-12.3
W.11-12.7
W.11-12.8
W.11-12.9

 Thesis statement

 Topic sentences

 Supporting details

 Text features

 Transitional elements

 Parenthetical documentation

 MLA documentation

 Credible sources

 Organizational patterns

 Drawing conclusions

 Paraphrasing

 Summarizing

 Quoting

 Plagiarism

 Jargon

 Research techniques

W.11-12.7

 I can evaluate the credibility of sources

 I can construct and refine research questions

 I can synthesize information from multiple sources

 I can conduct steps for short as well as sustained research projects to answer a
question

 I can conduct short and sustained research to answer a question (including a self-
generated question) or solve a problem.

W.11-12.8

 I can recognize strengths and weaknesses of a source based on the task,
purpose, and audience

 I can define plagiarism.

 I can identify overreliance on a source.

 I can recognize authoritative sources

 I can cite sources and create a works cited page in standard format.

 I can evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of a source in relationship to how it
accomplishes its task and purpose and relates to its audience.

 I can evaluate the credibility of a source.

 I can integrate information into a text while maintaining the flow of ideas.

 I can avoid plagiarism by understanding how paraphrasing should be used.

 I can avoid plagiarism by correct source citation.

 I can integrate a variety of sources and avoid over-reliance on any one source.

 I can determine what information is relevant from multiple, authoritative print
and/or digital sources.

 I can perform advanced searches to locate a variety of valid

 sources.
W.11-12.2

 I can select an appropriate topic

 I can formulate complex ideas.

 I can use an organizational pattern to incorporate complex ideas and information.

 I can create connections and distinctions among ideas.

 I can incorporate appropriate formatting, graphics, and multimedia to aid
comprehension

 I can include supporting details, effective transitions, and effective word choice.

 I can create an appropriate tone.
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 I can develop an appropriate style.

 I can write effective conclusions that follow from and support the information or
explanation presented.

 I can select well-chosen, relevant, sufficient facts, definitions, details, quotations,
and other appropriate information and examples appropriate to the audience's
knowledge of the topic.

 I can Select well-chosen, relevant, sufficient: facts definitions details quotations
other appropriate information examples appropriate to the audience's knowledge
of the topic.

 I can create transitional sentences.

 I can use appropriate sentences to create "sense".

 I can use appropriate sentences to clarify ideas.

 I can choose words appropriate to the text (piece).

 I can include appropriate figurative language to enhance writing.

 I can create a conclusion using formal language.

 I can identify and give examples of formal and informal language.

 I can include formatting, graphics, multimedia when appropriate to audience and
purpose.

 I can develop the topic thoroughly by selecting the most significant concrete
details, quotations, other information, and examples.

SL.11-12.3 

 I can define and identify a speaker's use of rhetoric, point of view, reasoning, use
of evidence, stance, tone, choice of words, points of emphasis, links among ideas
and/or premises in a speech.

 I can determine a speaker's point of view by evaluating his/her stance, premises,
links among ideas, word choice, points of emphasis, and/or tone in a speech.

 I can determine a speaker's reasoning by critiquing his/her stance, premises, links
among ideas, word choice, points of emphasis, and /or tone in a speech.

 I can rate a speaker's use of evidence and rhetoric by judging his word choice,
points of emphasis and/or tone in a speech.

SL.11-12.4 

 I can present information, findings, and supporting evidence in a clear and distinct
perspective so that listeners can follow the line of reasoning.

 I can use alternative/opposing perspectives.

 I can utilize appropriate organization, development, substance, and style.

 I can recognize and address purpose, audience, and range of formal and informal
tasks.

 I can recognize/recall supporting evidence.

 I can recognize/recall logical organization.

 I can recognize/recall alternative or opposing viewpoints.

 I can evaluate appropriate development, substance, or style.

 I can evaluate appropriate purpose, audience, and range of formal/informal tasks.
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SL.11-12.5 

 I can identify the parts of my presentation, including finding, reasoning, and
evidence, that could use clarification, strengthening, and/or additional interest.

 I can integrate appropriate digital media in a strategic manner to improve my
presentation.

SL.11-12.6 

 I can adapt a speech to a given context or task when speaking.

 I can demo0nstrate correct language usage for spoken English.

 I can adjust from formal to informal language as appropriate.
W.11-12.7

 I can evaluate the credibility of sources

 I can construct and refine research questions

 I can synthesize information from multiple sources

 I can conduct steps for short as well as sustained research projects to answer a
question

 I can conduct short and sustained research to answer a question or solve a
problem.

W.11-12.8

 I can recognize strengths and weaknesses of a source based on the task,
purpose, and audience

 I can define plagiarism.

 I can identify overreliance on a source.

 I can recognize authoritative sources

 I can cite sources and create a works cited page in standard format.

 I can evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of a source in relationship to how it
accomplishes its task and purpose and relates to its audience.

 I can evaluate the credibility of a source.

 I can integrate information into a text while maintaining the flow of ideas.

 I can avoid plagiarism by understanding how paraphrasing should be used.

 I can avoid plagiarism by correct source citation.

 I can integrate a variety of sources and avoid over-reliance on any one source.

 I can determine what information is relevant from multiple, authoritative print
and/or digital sources.

 I can perform advanced searches to locate a variety of valid sour
W.11-12.9

 I can define textual evidence  ("word for word" support.)

 I can determine textual evidence that supports my analysis, reflection, and /or
research.

 I can compose written responses and include textual evidence to and /or
research.



Hardin County Schools 

ELA:  Grade 11   Page 14 of 21       2019-20 

Informational Reading: Argumentation 

Semester:  3 Weeks       Trimester:  1.5 weeks 

Reading selections should include correlated texts: essays, narratives, 
poems, art, essays, historical documents etc. 

RI.11-12.1 
RI.11-12.2 
RI.11-12.3 
RI.11-12.4 
RI.11-12.5 
RI.11-12.6 
RI.11-12.7 
RI.11-12.8 
RI.11-12.9 

 Repetition

 Parallel structure

 Tone/mood

 Author’s purpose

 Propaganda techniques

 Loaded words

 Effective leads

 Logical/ethical/emotional appeal

 Repetition

 Rhetorical question

 Supporting details/reasons

 Call to action

 Persuasive techniques

 Author’s argument

 Author’s purpose

RI.11-12.1 

 I can find evidence to support an interpretation of text.

 I can evaluate the quality of textual evidence regarding ambiguity.

 I can make inferences based on textual evidence.

 I can define textual evidence.

 I can define inference and explain how a reader uses textual evidence to reach a
logical conclusion.

 I can read closely and find answers explicitly in text and answers that require an
inference.

 I can analyze an author's words and determine multiple pieces of textual evidence
that strongly and thoroughly support both explicit and inferential questions.

 I can determine places in the text that leave matters uncertain.
RI.11-12.2

 I can identify central ideas of the text.

 I can analyze the relationship between central ideas throughout a text, both
subjectively and objectively.

 I can define central idea (main point in a piece of writing).

 I can determine two or more central ideas of a text.

 I can determine how two or more central ideas of a text interact and build on one
another to develop a text with complex meaning.

 I can analyze how central ideas develop over the course of a text.

 I can compose an objective summary stating the key points of the text without
adding my own opinions or feelings.

RI.11-12.3 

 I can identify ideas that work together in a text (i.e. argument with evidence,
comparison, and contrast, etc.)

 I can identify the order in which points are made or procedures followed in a text.

 I can analyze how ideas work together to accomplish a purpose.

 I can analyze events in a narration that accomplishes a purpose.

 I can explain how individuals interact and develop throughout an informational
text.

 I can explain how ideas interact and develop in an informational text.

 I can explain how events interact and develop in an informational text.
RI.11-12.4

 I can define and identify various forms of figurative language.
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 I can distinguish between literal language and figurative language.

 I can recognize the difference between denotative and connotative words and
phrases and define their meanings.

 I can recognize words that have technical meaning and understand their purpose
in a specific text.

 I can analyze how a key term or terms are used and refined over the course of a
text.

RI.11-12.5 

 I can identify how an author chose to structure his/her exposition or argument.

 I can analyze the structure of an author's exposition or argument and evaluate
whether the structure is effective.

 I can determine if an author's structure is effective in making his/her points clear,
convincing, and engaging.

 I can evaluate how an author's choice of structure impacts his/her audience.
RI.11-12.6

 I can identify the rhetorical techniques used to determine an author's point of view
or purpose.

 I can identify the persuasive techniques used to support the author's point of
view.

 I can integrate the author's stylistic techniques into my own writing.

 I can analyze how style and content support the point of view or purpose.

 I can analyze the effects of style and content as they contribute
RI.11-12.7

 I can identify and define various types of informational media (commercials, TV
show, documentary).

 I can determine the purpose of a variety of media to address a question or solve a
problem.

 I can cite evidence from a variety of media to address a question or solve a
problem

RI.11-12.8 

 I can deconstruct the reasoning in primary governmental documents to identify
and evaluate the application of Constitutional principles and the use of legal
reasoning.

 I can identify, deconstruct, and evaluate the premises, purposes, and arguments
found in works of public advocacy.

RI.11-12.9 

 I can identify and analyze similar themes used in two or more texts

 I can recognize and compare author's purposes in two or more texts.

 I can locate and criticize rhetorical features used in two or more texts.
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Informational Writing:  Argumentation 

Semester:  3 weeks       Trimester:  1.5 weeks 

Students will actively engage with texts that are persuasive in nature.  
Possibilities include advertising media, editorials, speeches, essays, 
etc. 
W.11-12.1
W.11-12.8
W.11-12.9
SL.11-12.4
SL.11-12.5
SL.11-12.6
SL.11-12.3

 Propaganda techniques

 Loaded words

 Effective leads

 Logical/ethical/emotional appeal

 Repetition

 Rhetorical question

 Supporting details/reasons

 Call to action

 Persuasive techniques

 Author’s argument

 Author’s purpose

Instructional areas may include persuasive and propaganda techniques 
such as 

 Band Wagon

 Card Stacking

 Cause & Effect

 Common Values

 Emotional/logical

 Expert Opinion

 Flattery

 Glittering Generalities

 Jargon

 Logical Fallacies

 Magic Ingredients

 Move to Action

 Name Calling

Instructional areas may also look at rhetorical devices used to enhance 

W.11-12.1

 I can recognize organizational patterns in writing.

 I can identify and define precise claim and counterclaim, determining the
relationships between the claims.

 I can define argumentative topics and texts that are suitable for a written
argument.

 I can recognize relevant and sufficient evidence.

 I can define rhetorical audience.

 I can recognize formal style and objective tone.

 I can recognize concluding statements that support the argument presented.

 I can anticipate and analyze my audience's knowledge level, concerns, values,
and possible biases.

 I can develop my claims and counterclaims by pointing out the most relevant
strengths and weaknesses of both.

 I can identify the elements of an argumentative piece (i.e. intro thesis, supporting
details, etc.)

 I can create cohesion and clarify relationships among claims and counterclaims
using transitions as well as varied sentence structure.

 I can provide a concluding statement/section that supports my argument.
W.11-12.8

 I can recognize strengths and weaknesses of a source based on the task,
purpose, and audience

 I can define plagiarism.

 I can identify overreliance on a source.

 I can recognize authoritative sources

 I can cite sources and create a works cited page in standard format.

 I can evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of a source in relationship to how it
accomplishes its task and purpose and relates to its audience.

 I can evaluate the credibility of a source.

 I can integrate information into a text while maintaining the flow of ideas.

 I can avoid plagiarism by understanding how paraphrasing should be used.

 I can avoid plagiarism by correct source citation.

 I can integrate a variety of sources and avoid over-reliance on any one source.

 I can determine what information is relevant from multiple, authoritative print
and/or digital sources.

 Plain Folks

 Problem Solution

 Propaganda

 Rhetorical
Question

 Scientific Claims

 Snob Appeal

 Statistics

 Testimonial

 Transfer or
Association

 Visuals
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persuasive texts:  alliteration, parallelism, climax, paradox, metaphor, 
simile, hyperbole, purposeful repetition, antithesis, etc. 

 I can perform advanced searches to locate a variety of valid sources.
W.11-12.9

 I can define textual evidence  ("word for word" support.)

 I can determine textual evidence that supports my analysis, reflection, and /or
research.

 I can compose written responses and include textual evidence to strengthen my
analysis, reflection, and /or research.

SL.11-12.3 

 I can define and identify a speaker's use of rhetoric, point of view, reasoning, use
of evidence, stance, tone, choice of words, points of emphasis, links among ideas
and/or premises in a speech.

 I can determine a speaker's point of view by evaluating his/her stance, premises,
links among ideas, word choice, points of emphasis, and/or tone in a speech.

 I can determine a speaker's reasoning by critiquing his/her stance, premises, links
among ideas, word choice, points of emphasis, and /or tone in a speech.

 I can rate a speaker's use of evidence and rhetoric by judging his/her stance,
premises, links among ideas, word choice, points of emphasis and/or tone in a
speech.

SL.11-12.4 

 I can present information, findings, and supporting evidence in a clear and distinct
perspective so that listeners can follow the line of reasoning.

 I can use alternative/opposing perspectives.

 I can utilize appropriate organization, development, substance, and style.

 I can recognize and address purpose, audience, and range of formal and informal
tasks.

 I can recognize/recall supporting evidence.

 I can recognize/recall logical organization.

 I can recognize/recall alternative or opposing viewpoints.

 I can evaluate appropriate development, substance, or style.

 I can evaluate appropriate purpose, audience, and range of formal/informal tasks.
SL.11-12.5

 I can identify the parts of my presentation, including finding, reasoning, and
evidence, that could use

 clarification, strengthening, and/or additional interest.

 I can integrate appropriate digital media in a strategic manner
SL.11-12.6

 I can adapt a speech to a given context or task when speaking.

 I can demo0nstrate correct language usage for spoken English.

 I can adjust from formal to informal language as appropriate.
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Reading, Writing about, & Viewing Literature: 

Semester:  8 weeks     Trimester:  6 weeks 

Reading of literature selections, novel, and/or thematically correlated 
texts: stories, poems, art, essays, historical documents etc. 

RL.11-12.1 
RL.11-12.2 
RL.11-12.10 
W.11-12.1
W.11-12.3
W.11-12.4
W.11-12.5
W.11-12.6
W.11-12.7
W.11-12.8
W.11-12.9
RI.11-12.1

This unit will provide students an opportunity to 

 read and analyze a novel

 compare and contrast the way other literary works, such as short
stories, works of art, historical documents, essays,  and/or poetry
address related themes

 develop background knowledge to allow for deeper understanding of
the novel’s social and literary significance by reading essays and
informational texts.

 Master/review literary devices and terms, which might include

o Conflict, internal & external
o Plot structure & devices
o Setting and social/historical context
o Character development
o Protagonist & Antagonist
o Static versus Dynamic
o Foils
o Point of View
o Figurative language within literary prose
o Allusion
o Symbolism
o Irony
o Imagery
o Development of a theme

RL.11-12.1 

 I can define textual evidence.

 I can define inference, explaining how a reader uses textual evidence to reach a
logical conclusion.

 I can read closely and find answers explicitly in text as well as answers that
require an inference.

 I can analyze an author's words and determine multiple pieces of textual evidence
that strongly and thoroughly support both explicit and inferential questions.

 I can determine places in the text that leave matters uncertain.
RL.11-12.2

 I can identify and analyze two or more themes in a text.

 I can analyze text and compose an objective summary stating the key points
without adding my own opinions.

 I can determine how multiple themes in a text develop and interact to build on one
another and

 I can infer the meaning of unknown words using context clues.

 I can recognize and define common affixes and roots.

 I can break down unknown words into units of meaning to infer the definition of
the unknown words.

 I can use patterns of word changes to determine a word's meaning or part of
speech.

 I can verify my inferred meaning, part of speech, etymology, etc. by consulting
general and specialized reference materials (e.g. dictionaries, glossaries,
thesauruses).

RL.11-12.10 

 I can identify and interpret key words and details in complex literary and
informational texts.

 I can recognize and distinguish various genres (crafts) and structure in literary or
informational texts.

 I can apply prior knowledge and ideas to literary and informational text.
W.11-12.1

 I can recognize organizational patterns in writing.

 I can identify and define precise claim and counterclaim, determining the
relationships between the claims.

 I can define argumentative topics and texts that are suitable for a written
argument.
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Analytic Writing On-going with above : topics could be drawn from the

novel or related texts, such as short stories, poems, historical documents, works 
of art,  thematically connected or correlated with the text. 

 I can recognize releeant and sufficient evidence.

 I can define rhetorical audience.

 I can recognize formal style and objective tone.

 I can recognize concluding statements that support the argument presented.

 I can anticipate and analyze my audience’s knowledge level, concerns, values,
and possible biases.

 I can develop my claims and counter claims by pointing out the most relevant
strengths and weaknesses of both.

 I can identify the element of an argumentative piece (i.e. intro, thesis, supporting
details, etc.)

 I can create cohesion and clarify relationships among claims and counterclaims
using transitions as well as varied sentence structure.

 I can provide a concluding statement/section that supports my argument.
W.11-12.2

 I can select an appropriate topic

 I can formulate complex ideas.

 I can use an organizational pattern to incorporate complex ideas and information.

 I can create connections and distinctions among ideas.

 I can incorporate appropriate formatting, graphics, and multimedia to aid
comprehension

 I can include supporting details, effective transitions, and effective word choice.

 I can create an appropriate tone.

 I can develop an appropriate style.

 I can write effective conclusions that follow from and support the information or
explanation presented.

 I can select well-chosen, relevant, sufficient facts, definitions, details, quotations,
and other appropriate information and

 examples appropriate to the audience's knowledge of the topic.

 I can Select well-chosen, relevant, sufficient: facts definitions details quotations
other appropriate information examples appropriate to the audience's knowledge
of the topic.

 I can create transitional sentences.
W.11-12.3

 I can use appropriate sentences to create "sense".

 I can use appropriate sentences to clarify ideas.

 I can choose words appropriate to the text (piece).

 I can include appropriate figurative language to enhance writing.

 I can create a conclusion using formal language.

 I can identify and give examples of formal and informal language.

 I can include formatting, graphics, multimedia when appropriate to audience and
purpose.

 I can develop the topic thoroughly by selecting the most significant and relevant
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facts, extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, other information, and 
examples. 

W.11-12.4

 I can define tone from a variety of narratives.

 I can analyze how tone is used in a variety of narratives.

 I can create a narrative using a particular tone and engaging the reader with a
significant problem while establishing multiple points of view.

 I can determine appropriate techniques to relate significance.

 I can develop a sequence of events that creates a desired tone and outcome.

 I can identify and analyze multiple points of views in a variety of narratives.

 I can recognize and analyze multiple plot lines in a narrative.

 I can create a narrative using tone, dialogue, pacing, description, reflection,
multiple plot lines while developing experiences, events, and characters toward a
particular outcome.

 I can employ a number of transitions to create a coherent sequence of events.

 I can demonstrate the use of appropriate, precise, descriptive, and sensory
language.

 I can develop conclusions that reflect on what is experienced, observed, or
resolved in a narrative.

W.11-12.5

 I can identify the writing style that best fits my task, purpose, and audience.

 I can use organizational/formatting structures (graphic organizers) to develop my
writing ideas. revise when necessary.

W.11-12.6

 I can prepare multiple drafts using revisions and edits to develop and strengthen
my writing.

 I can recognize when revising, editing, and rewriting are not enough, and I need
to try a new approach.

 I can demonstrate knowledge and use of a variety of ways to use technology and
the Internet to produce, update, and publish products.

 I can evaluate feedback for value as new arguments or information are presented.
W.11-12.7

 I can evaluate the credibility of sources

 I can construct and refine research questions

 I can synthesize information from multiple sources

 I can conduct steps for short as well as sustained research projects to answer a
question

W.11-12.8

 I can recognize strengths and weaknesses of a source based on the task,
purpose, and audience

 I can define plagiarism.

 I can identify overreliance on a source.
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 I can recognize authoritative sources

 I can cite sources and create a works cited page in standard format.

 I can evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of a source in relationship to how it
accomplishes its task and purpose and relates to its audience.

 I can evaluate the credibility of a source.

 I can integrate information into a text while maintaining the flow of ideas.

 I can avoid plagiarism by understanding how paraphrasing should be used.

 I can avoid plagiarism by correct source citation.

 I can integrate a variety of sources and avoid over-reliance on any one source.

 I can determine what information is relevant from multiple, authoritative print
and/or digital sources.

 I can perform advanced searches to locate a variety of valid sources.
W.11-12.9

 I can define textual evidence  ("word for word" support.)

 I can determine textual evidence that supports my analysis, reflection, and /or
research.

 I can compose written responses and include textual evidence to strengthen my
analysis, reflection, and /or research.

RI.11-12.1 

 I can find evidence to support an interpretation of text.

 I can evaluate the quality of textual evidence regarding ambiguity.

 I can make inferences based on textual evidence.

 I can define textual evidence.

 I can define inference and explain how a reader uses textual evidence to reach a
logical conclusion.

 I can read closely and find answers explicitly in text and answers that require an
inference.

 I can analyze an author's words and determine multiple pieces of textual evidence
that strongly and thoroughly support both explicit and inferential questions.

 I can determine places in the text that leave matters uncertain.


